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Surprised with award ceremony 

60 plus years after war  

Joe Alvestad 

Awarded  WW11 Bronze Star 

 focus 

  January  

Army Lt. Col. Tom Martin, right, shakes the 
hand of Joe Alvestad after presenting him 
with his Bronze Star for service during WW11.  
State Senator, Eldon Nygaard looks on.  

Joe Alvestad, Pioneer Memorial 
Nursing Home Resident and 
World War II Veteran, was sur-
prised January 11 when Army Lt. 
Col. Tom Martin awarded him a 
Bronze Star Medal. 
 

Alvestad served in Italy during the 
War and had alreadyreceived the 
Purple Heart, the Combat Infantry 
Badge, the Good Conduct Medal, 
the World War II Victory Medal, 
the American Theater Ribbon, 
and the European, African and 
Middle Eastern Campaign medal 
with bronze star.  
 

Joeôs good friend, Eldon          
Nygaard, State Senator,          
recently decided to contact mili-
tary officials  to see about having 
some of Joeôs service medals, 
which were aged and worn, reis-
sued.  Much to his surprise when 
the reissued medals were sent, 
the Army also sent a Bronze Star 
that was supposed to be awarded 
to service members who experi-
enced ground combat agains the 
enemy between Dec. 7, 1941 and 
Sept. 2, 1945. A fire in the military 
personnel center in Missouri 
 
 

burned a lot of records and word 
of the award never got to Alvestad 
until it was awarded Jan. 11, 2012 
in a surprise ceremony at Pioneer    
Memorial.  
 

In talking with media present for 
the ceremony, Joe explained that 
on October 3, 1944 the 119 
pound private from Turner County 
took enemy gunfire in his left arm 
near Rocco, Italy.  With no medics 
in the field, he said he walked 10 
to 15 miles to an aid station, was 
treated and then had to walk fur-
ther to get to an Italian hospital.  
He still remembers blood caking 
on his arm and legs. 
 

When Joe returned to his family 
farm in Turner County, his left 
hand and arm were fixed perma-
nently in a rigid position.   
 

Though the injury may have    
impacted his physical challenges, 
Joe has always been a contribut-
ing member of his community. 
He worked on the farm with his 
father until it was sold and then 
worked for a neighboring farmer.  
A longtime member of Bethany 
Lutheran Church in Hurley, he  
 

 

kept its cemetery trimmed and mowed and 
funded an endowment for the graveyardôs care. 
Many church members of the congregation were 
in attendance at the ceremony. 
 

An Argus Leader article pointed out that Alvestad 
has also donated dollars to Augustana College, 
for the Lutheran Seminary to establish a fellow-
ship for pastors, the American Cancer Society, 
the Wounded Warriors Project and the Veteran of 
Foreign Wars.  
. 
Ann Bossman, Director of Nursing, LTC, points 
out that Joe builds and paints small cars and 
tractors and then gives them to children who 
come to the Nursing Home to visit their grandpar-
ents and other relatives. ñHe always has a smile 
for everybody and is so generousò 
 

 



Each January Pioneer Memorial hosts our annual 
Holiday Dinner featuring lutefisk, with all the trim-
mings.  Ham was also available for those whose 
taste buds arenôt quite as Scandinavian.  
 

This year, attendance overflowed into every avail-
able room with guests eating in the nursing home 
dining room, lobby, arboretum, staff dining room 
and even our activities room.  We were delighted 
to have so many community members and family 
join our residents for food and fellowship. 
 

The event helps us close out the holiday season 
as we move into the New Year.  Photos above 
and on the top left, are a sampling of the staff and 
guests who enjoyed the evening. 

Annual Lutefisk dinner draws crowd  

Nursing Home receives new b linds  

New wooden blinds have been installed in the Nursing 
Home dining room, day room and all the patient rooms.  
Money for the blinds came from proceeds from the Oktober-
fest and Polar Plunge fundraisers  

Share Your Talents  

The Back Porch Pickers play for many Pioneer 
Memorial events. Our nursing home is looking 
for volunteers who would love to share their tal-
ents with residents.  If you have musical talents 
or love to share stories or have any talent our 
residents would enjoy, please contact Patty 
Anderson, Director of Activities, 326-5161. 


